
20 April 2005 

Mr. Mikuláš Dzurinda 

Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic 

Úrad vlády SR 

Nám. slobody 1 

813 70 Bratislava 1 

Slovakia 

Fax: 00421 2 52 49 75 95 

Dear Prime Minister Mikuláš Dzurinda, 

As religious, women’s rights and human rights leaders from across the globe, we write to 

express ourdeep concern about the “Treaty between the Slovak Republic and the Holy See on 

the Right to ExerciseObjection of Conscience.” The right of individuals to exercise 

objections of conscience and not to be forced to engage in actions they consider immoral or 

unethical is a right we all support; however, we recognize that there are occasions when that 

right may come into conflict with needs and rights of other citizens—including those granted 

by Slovak law—as well as with their personal ethical values. Our concern is that this specific 

treaty creates serious legal problems and insufficiently addresses these possible conflicts. We 

ask you reconsider plans to sign and ratify this Treaty. 

The Treaty will set a dangerous precedent in legal history. If ratified, the Treaty will 

become an “international human rights treaty,” taking precedence over both Slovak law and 

the judiciary. As a result, Catholic teaching may encroach on Slovak law and the judicial 

process, violating the impartiality of the courts. 

The Treaty violates the Slovak principle of separation of the state and church. The first 

article of the Slovak Constitution affirms the separation of the state and church. The 

ratification of this Treaty would transform The Slovak Republic from a relatively secular 

state into a state where the dogma of one religion—Roman Catholicism—dominates all 

public spheres. If the proposed Treaty is ratified, the Holy See—a subject sui generis of 

international law that does not qualify for membership to the Council of Europe because its 

political structure and its legislation contradict the European Convention of Human Rights—

would be able to impose its moral doctrine onto the citizens of the Slovak Republic, 

regardless of their religious beliefs or faith. If ratified, the Treaty would grant the Holy See 

the privilege to be a colegislator in the Slovak Republic. 

The Treaty violates Slovak commitments to Convention on Elimination of all forms of 

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the International Conference on 

Population and 

Development Programme of Action (ICPD). The Slovak Republic has committed to work 

on eliminating all forms of discrimination against women and to respect and promote 

women’s sexual and reproductive rights. The moral doctrine of the Catholic church, however, 

opposes contraception and abortion, even to save the life of a woman. This severely curtails 

women’s basic human rights. It should be noted in the context of the Treaty that for ICPD, 

several attempts were made by the Holy See to introduce language regarding the right to 

conscientious objection. These efforts were rejected by the full conference as overreaching 



and a burden to access to reproductive health services, as they went beyond guaranteeing the 

right to objection to individuals by seeking to give that right to institutions as well. 

This Treaty is unnecessary. Article 10 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union, which will soon be ratified through the European Constitution, guarantees 

the freedom of conscience and of conscientious objection. This will be legally binding on The 

Slovak Republic. Other less limiting methods of granting the right to conscientious objection 

are available through legislation, a more democratic root than an international treaty. In the 

name of the universal right to the freedom of religion, of thought and of conscience, for the 

honor of the Slovak Republic and for the well-being of the Slovak people, we urge you to 

reject this Treaty. 

Sincerely, 

Signatures: 

Organizations listed for identification purposes only. 

 

Marta Alanís 

Coordinator, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir 

Argentina 

Paloma Alfonso 

Director, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir, Spain 

Joana Almeida 

Internal Relations Officer, You Act - European 

Youth Network on Sexual and Reproductive Rights 

Portugal 

María Elisa Alonso 

Asociación para el Desarrollo de la Familia 

y la Comunidad 

Venezuela 

Maria Josefa Amell 

President, Dones en l'Esglesia 

Spain 

Michele Andraud 

Public Officer, Feminist Activist 

France 

Dominique Audouze 

International Coordinator, Mouvement Français pour le Planning Familial 

France 

Renate Bähr 

Vice Executive Director, German Foundation 

for World Population 



Germany 

Frans Baneke 

Director, World Population Foundations 

Chair, EuroNGOs 

The Netherlands 

Joy Barnes 

Executive Director, Women's Ordination Conference 

USA 

Jose S. Barzelatto, 

M.D. Vice President, 

The Center for Health and Social Policy 

USA 

Prof. Francois Becker 

Droits et Libertés dans les Eglises 

France 

Catarina Beleza 

Education Advisor, Portuguese Institute of Youth 

Portugal 

Genevieve Beney 

Women Deacon of the Catholic Church 

France 

Dr. Matej Beno 

Ústav informácií a prognóz školstva 

Slovakia 

Marge Berer 

Editor, Reproductive Health Matters 

UK 

Thirza Bronner 

CHOICE - for Youth and Sexuality 

The Netherlands 

Felix and Sigrid Brueggemann 

Frauenwuerde e. V. 

Germany 

Michael Cashman, MEP 

UK 

Susana Chiarotti 

Regional Coordinator, CLADEM - Comite 

de America Latina y el Caribe para la Defensa 



de los Derechos de la Mujer 

Argentina 

Elwira Chrusciel 

Secretariat, ASTRA - Central and Eastern European Women's Network for Sexual and 

Reproductive Health 

and Rights 

Poland 

Jean Combe 

We Are Church - Montpellier 

France 

Dr. Rodica Comendant 

Coordinator, ICMA 

Moldova 

Ana Coucello 

President, Southern Europe Women's Association (AFEM) 

Portugal 

Sister Mary Ann Cunningham SL 

National Coalition of American Nuns 

USA 

Anke van Dam 

Head of Youth Incentives, Rutgers Nisso Group 

The Netherlands 

Sharon Danner 

Call to Action of Northern Virginia 

USA 

Ros Davies 

CEO, InterAct Worldwide 

UK 

Marie-Claude Debrion 

Inspectrice des Affaires sanitaires et Sociales 

France 

Véronique De Keyser, MEP 

Belgium 

Elisabeth Denby Wilkes 

Chair, Demain L'Eglise 

France 

Verónica Díaz Ramos 

Director, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir 



Chile 

Edd Doerr 

President, Americans for Religious Liberty 

USA 

Daniela Draghici 

Policy and Program Consultant for Europe, Ipas 

Romania 

Mojca Drcar Murko, MEP 

Slovenia 

Ans Dubbeldam 

Executive Director, Rutgers Nisso Group 

The Netherlands 

Bernice Dubois 

General Secretary, Coordination française pour 

le Lobby Européen des Femmes (C.L.E.F.) 

France 

María Eugenia Romero 

Executive Director, Equidad de Género: 

Ciudadanía, Trabajo y Familia, A.C. 

Mexico 

Vittoria Ferrara-Bardile 

Coordinator of Women's Studies, 

Universidad de Los Andes 

Venezuela 

Ruth Fitzpatrick 

Sisters Against Sexism 

USA 

Alice Frade 

Deputy Executive Director, Associaçao para 

o Planeamento da Família 

Portugal 

Ms. Petra Gallrapp 

Secretary, European Parliament 

Belgium 

Gillian García 

Coordinator, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir 

Mexico 

Xaviere Gauthier 



Senior lecturer and Researcher, National Center 

of Scientific Research 

France 

Adrienne Germain 

President, International Women's Health Coalition 

USA 

Claire Gibault, MEP 

France 

Carla Goffi 

Coordinator, Mouvement Chrétien Pour la Paix 

Belgium 

Gill Greer 

Executive Director, Family Planning Association 

of New Zealand 

New Zealand 

David Hammerstein Mintz, MEP 

Spain 

Elfriede Harth 

European Representative, Catholics for a Free Choice 

France Marianne Haslegrave 

Director, Commat 

UK 

Rea Howarth 

Coordinator, Catholics Speak Out 

USA 

Mary Hunt and Diann Neu 

Co-Directors, Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics, 

and Ritual 

USA 

Tamara Idrobo 

Women's Global Network for Reproductive Rights 

The Netherlands 

Prof. M. Ismail 

Executive Director, RISE 

Pakistan 

Qaisar Ismail 

Chairperson, CRY (Coalition on Rights 

and Responsibilities of Youth) 



Pakistan 

Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs 

Temple Kol Tikvah 

USA 

Elina Juntunen 

You Act - European Youth Network on Sexual 

and Reproductive Rights 

Finland 

Joanna Kerr Executive 

Director, Association for Women's Rights in Development 

(members in 120 countries) 

Frances Kissling 

President, Catholics for a Free Choice 

USA 

Magda Kosane, MEP 

Hungary 

Esmeralda Kuliesyte 

Executive Director, Family Planning and Sexual Health 

Association 

Lithuania 

Evgenia Kulikova 

Main Expert with Major in Reproductive and Sexual Rights and Health, Novgorod Gender 

Centre 

Russia 

Guadalupe López García Coordinator, 

Organización Ciudadana Lésbica 

Mexico 

Sarah Ludford, MEP 

UK 

Elizabeth Maguire 

President, Ipas 

USA 

Pascale Maquestiau 

Chargée des Relations Internationales, Fédération Laique 

des Centres de Planning Familial (FLCPF) 

Belgium 

Cristina Marich 

General Secretary, International Foundation for Population 



and Development 

Switzerland 

Magaly Marques 

Executive Director, Pacific Institute for Women's Health 

USA 

Beatriz Marrero 

President, Spanish Interest Group on Population, 

Development and Reproductive Health 

Spain 

Katherine McDonald 

Executive Director, Action Canada for Population 

and Development 

Canada 

Dr. Dorothea McEwan 

Catholic Women's Ordination 

UK 

Kae McLaughlin 

Executive Director, NARAL Pro-Choice Texas 

USA 

Sr. Bridget Mary Meehan, SFCC Call to Action 

of Northern Virginia 

USA 

María Consuelo Mejía 

Director, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir 

Mexico 

Ana Míguez Vigo 

President, Grupo de Estudios Sobre la Condición 

de la Mujer "ALECRIN" 

Spain 

Viktória Mohácsi, MEP 

Hungary 

Michele Najlis 

Associate Director, Centro Ecuménico Antonio Valdivieso 

Nicaragua 

José María Navarro 

Secretariat, Iglesia de Base de Madrid 

Spain 



Bill Newton Dunn, MEP 

UK 

Lisbet Nortvedt 

Executive Director, Norsk forening for seksualitet, 

samliv og reproduktiv helse 

Norway 

Wanda Nowicka 

President, Federation for Women and Family Planning 

Poland 

Julia S. O'Connor 

Professor of Social Policy, University of Ulster 

UK 

Marco Pannella, MEP 

Italy 

Gladys Parentelli 

We Are Church 

Venezuela 

Mag. Elisabeth Pracht 

Executive Director, Österreichische Gesellschaft 

für Familienplanung 

Austria 

Patricia Prendiville 

Executive Director, ILGA-Europe 

Belgium 

Dirk Pyck 

Executive Director, Sensoa 

Belgium 

Donna Quinn 

National Coalition of American Nuns 

USA 

Andrea Ramirez 

Colectivo Juvenil DECIDE 

Bolivia 

Tobias Raschke 

President, We Are Church - Youth Germany 

Alexander Rehák 

Professor Emeritus, Prometheus Society of Slovakia 

Slovakia 



Karin Resetarits, MEP 

Austria 

Christina Richards 

CEO, Australian Reproductive Health Alliance 

Australia 

Jean Riedinger 

Secretary, L'Observatoire Chrétien de la Laicité 

France 

Evelyne Rochedereux 

President, Compagnie des Insoumises Baladines 

Enthousiastes et Lesbiennes 

France 

Carlos César Rodríguez 

Ex-Dean, Universidad de Los Andes 

Venezuela 

Lidia Rodríguez Prieto 

Le Monde selon les femmes asbl 

Belgium Mauricio Rodríguez 

Law Professor, Universidad de Los Andes 

Venezuela 

Michael Rome 

Call to Action of Northern Virginia 

USA 

Prof. RNDr. Adam Roman, CSc. 

Technical University Kosice 

Slovakia 

Ma Eugenia Rueda Sabater 

Catholic Theologian 

Spain 

Terry Sanderson 

Vice President, National Secular Society 

UK 

Karen Schwarz 

San Francisco Women's Church 

USA 

Roula Scoutari 

FEMINIST NET 

Greece 



António Serzedelo 

President, Opus Gay 

Portugal 

Dr. Radosveta Stamenkova 

Executive Director, Bulgarian Family Planning 

and Sexual Health Association 

Bulgaria 

Rosemary Stasek 

State Director, California Catholics for Free Choice 

USA (Slovak-American) 

Ann Svensen 

Director of External Relations, Swedish Association 

for Sexuality Education 

Sweden 

Eva-Britt Svensson, MEP 

Sweden 

Ms. Elke Thoss 

Executive Director, Pro Familia 

(German Member Association of IPPF) 

Germany 

Kathleen Tighe 

Sisters of Loretto 

USA 

Coca 

Trillini Coordinator, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir 

Argentina 

Didier Vanhoutte 

President, Reseaux du Parvis 

France 

Anne Van Lancker, MEP 

Belgium 

Maria Vazquez 

Director, Spanish Family Planning Association 

Spain 

Sophie in ´t Veld, MEP 

The Netherlands 



Ana Vicente 

We Are Church 

Portugal 

Paulo Vieira 

President, You Act - European Youth Network 

on Sexual and Reproductive Rights 

Portugal 

Teun Visser 

Senior Consultant, Innovation/Youth Incentives 

The Netherlands 

Marie-Noëlle Vroonen-Vaes 

Vice-President, Conseil des Femmes Francophones de Belgique Member - MIAMSI 

Belgium 

Hilkka Vuorenmaa 

Development Cooperation Coordinator, Vaestoliitto 

Finland 

Kim Wayne 

A Critical Mass: Women Celebrating Eucharist 

USA 

James Webster 

Call to Action of Northern Virginia USA 

Anneke Wensing 

Youth Coordinator, 

CHOICE - for youth and sexuality 

The Netherlands 

Cyril Wissocq 

Director of Operations, Equilibres & Populations 

France 

Women Living Under Muslim Laws International Solidarity 

Network Worldwide 

Thomas Yager 

Call to Action of Northern Virginia 

USA 

Christina Zampas 

Legal Adviser for Europe, Center for Reproductive Rights 

USA 



María Pilar Zugarramurdi 

Hermanas Misioneras de Jesús en el Estado Mérida 

Venezuela 

 


